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Diagram of the systematic review process 

2281 articles extracted 
from databases 

217 duplicates 
removed 

2064 unique articles 
1844 articles 
excluded after the 
analysis of the title 

220 abstracts 
analyzed 

117 articles excluded, relating to 
issues different from those 
pursued (consequences of 
joining, effectiveness of 
therapeutic interventions, 
different age of the sample etc.) 

103 articles 
analyzed in 
extended version 

70 articles excluded  
8 did not provide information 
about the age of participants 
19 did not have average age 
between 14-21 years  
3 exceeded the range 14-21 
years and did not specify the 
average age  
8 articles could not be 
accessed for free  
27 did not analyze predictors 
of the involvement of 
adolescents in cliques and 
gangs  
3 were qualitative studies  
2 were theoretical studies 

33 articles were included 
in the analysis of the 
predictors of adolescents' 
adherence to gangs 


